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GLASGOW KELVIN COLLEGE
Academic Board — 6™ November 2020
Student Association Update

Report by Students’ Association Presidents

Introduction

This report provides an overview of the priorities of the Students’ Association for 2020-
21 as highlighted within the attached partnership agreement.

Update

Since commencing the academic year, both officers have engaged in all relevant
boards, committees and working groups within the College. Both Presidents are involved
in the Glasgow Student Forum, which has representatives from Student Associations
from Glasgow Colleges and Universities, with Sarah Loughran elected into the Vice
Chair position of the forum.

A student newsletter will be sent to all learners on a monthly basis, containing relevant
information on college activities and any events out with the College that may be of
interest.

Work alongside the Active Travel Officer continues, to help promote the use of the
electronic bikes.

The Student Association Operational Plan is almost complete and will go to the Learning
& Teaching Committee in due course.

The Student Mental Health Agreement is complete, and the finalised draft will be sent
College boards and committees after consultation with our Spargs adviser.

Partnership Agreement

The partnership agreement has been developed by the Students’ Association and
College Learner Engagement Officer. The document sets out three priorities that that
Glasgow Kelvin College and the Student Association will work on together in academic
year 2020/21.

The agreement is in two parts, with part A discussing the means on which learners can
meaningfully express their views and opinions within their course and the wider working
life of the College, through a range of various mechanisms.

Part B sets out the specific working areas in which the Association and the College
intend to collaborate. For 2020/21, they are as follows:
e Inclusion; where the focus will be on promoting events and campaigns,
including, Black History Month, 16 Days of Action and LGBT History Month.
e Gender-Based Violence; they will continue to strengthen partnerships with
external organisations such as White Ribbon Scotland and Rape Crisis Scotland.



¢ Health & Wellbeing; promote positive mental health and wellbeing using tools
from NHS Scotland and working closely with the College Active Travel Officer.

The Student Association will report routinely to various College committees throughout
the year and monitor outcomes and successes.

Stop and Check Survey

The Stop and Check survey, which is sent out annually, during block one in each
academic year, has been adapted to fit in with the current situation. Usually paper copies
of the survey are collected by Course Tutors and completed by learners, returned copies
are then collated, with results disseminated through various College boards and
committees. This year the survey was created using Microsoft Forms and sent to
students via their college email accounts, with promotion through the new MyKelvin app.

So far 424 responses have been collected. The first three questions remain unchanged,
therefore we are able to compare them to the previous year. The remaining three
guestions give an indication of how learners are coping with the new model of blended
learning. Learners are also given the opportunity to leave additional comments.

Yes Not Sure No
2020 93% 7% 0%
Do you feel that you are on the right course? 2019 | 95% 4% 1%

Only two individuals indicated they were on the wrong course, with no additional
comments being made, although both have indicated they are either very or quite

satisfied with their college experience to date.

Yes Not Sure No
2020 96% 4% 0%

Do you understand what you will have to do on
the course? 2019 96% 4% 0%

Again, two individuals indicated they did not understand what they will have to do on the
course. Both feel they are not coping well learning online and one is considering referring
their place for a year when in campus learning returns.

Yes Not Sure No
2020 86% 13% 1%
Do you know how to get support? 2019 94% 5% 1%

There seem to be some mixed reviews when looking through the comments, these will
be looked at more in-depth before the survey closes.

Very Quite Well | Not
Well Well
How are you coping with online learning? 32% 58% 10%

The learners who are not coping well have given a multitude of reasons, including: not
having sufficient internet connection, leading to poor connectivity or lessons freezing
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during class, finding it stressful trying to learn online, a lack of knowledge on how to use
technology and a lack of motivation.

Yes No

Do you have access to appropriate digital resources? 93% 7%

Of the thirty learners who indicated they don’t have access to appropriate resources,
some indicate they are having difficulties with WiFi connection and a few say they are
currently using their mobile phone to learn.

Very Quite Not
Satisfied | Satisfied Satisfied

Overall, how satisfied are you with your college 53% 43% 4%
experience to date?

10.

Altogether 95% of learners are very or quite satisfied with their college experience to
date. Of the 18 individuals who are not satisfied with their college experience, poor WiFi
connectivity seems to be a recurring issue.

A full breakdown and analysis of the Stop and Check survey will be produced when the
survey closes at the end of November.

Resource Implications

There are no resource implications arising directly from this report

Equalities

There are no equality implications arising directly from this report.

Risk and Assurance

This report provides assurance that the College is supporting the Students’ association
to engage with learners and participate in life and work of the College.

Data Protection

There are no data protection implications arising directly from this report
Recommendations

Members are recommended to note the contents of this report.

Further Information

Members can obtain additional information on the contents of this report from Sarah

Loughran, President of Learning and Teaching, Lauren McLaren, President of Welfare,
Community and Sustainability or Arlene Sweeney, Learner Engagement Officer
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