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1. Introduction 
 
This report is to provide an update on SQA assessment and verification regulations for 
2020-21.   
 

2. Body of the report and impact on the College 
 
SQA will be reviewing their earlier proposals for the assessment of National 
Qualifications in line with the expected Scottish Government announcement on 19th 
January. 
 
SQA will be reviewing their earlier proposals for the assessment of National 
Qualifications in line with the expected Scottish Government on 19th January. Centres 
were previously expected to enter provisional results by 28th May. Depending on the 
government announcement, it may be necessary to extend that deadline. A process will 
be put in place which will be similar to last year’s arrangements. Verification exercises 
will be minimised and will likely only involve higher risk areas. In the meantime, centres 
are being asked to continue to focus on the learning and teaching activities.  
 
During session 2019-20, the SQA provided exceptional guidance following the lockdown 
in March 2020 which allowed courses to be assessed on a holistic basis.  This meant 
that lecturing staff did not have to follow detailed unit specifications and instead were 
able to assess student achievement in relation to course aims, significantly reducing the 
volume of assessment required to successfully complete a course.   
 
The SQA announced in June 2020 that unit assessments would return in 2020-21 with 
some relaxation around assessment conditions and with greater flexibility around 
assessment integration. A further concession was later introduced whereby the 
requirement for Graded Unit assessment was no longer needed.  
 
The College sector has continued to make representations to the SQA, to the Scottish 
Government and to the Scottish Funding Council to push for a holistic approach to be 
re-introduced for the current session, due to the challenging operating environment for 
our lecturing staff and students. It is becoming increasingly difficult to complete courses 
within the remaining time available, and a move to a more flexible holistic model of 
assessment is becoming increasingly critical.  At the time of writing, no further 
concessions have been made by SQA but discussions between college sector 
representatives and SQA are ongoing and it is hoped that a move to a holistic approach 
is agreed as soon as possible.  
 
A verbal update will be provided to the Academic Board should there be any further 
updates to any of the above. 
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3. Resource Implications 
   
There are no immediate financial resource implications arising directly from this report.  
However, it is likely that, regardless of which assessment arrangements are in place, 
there will be an increased number of students who are unable to complete their 
programmes during session 2020-21 due to the on-going impact of covid-19 restrictions. 
These students will need continued support during session 2021-22. The magnitude of 
this will almost certainly be greater than last session, although that may be mitigated, to 
some degree, if a holistic approach is adopted by the SQA. 
 

4. Equalities 
 
There are no equality implications arising directly from this report.  
 

5. Risk and Assurance 
 
This report provides assurance that the College is taking account of SQA assessment 
guidance for the academic year 2020-21.  
  

6. Data Protection 
 
There are no data protection implications arising directly from this report 
  

7. Recommendations 
 
Members are recommended to:  

  

i. note the contents of the report.  

  
8. Further Information 

 
Members can obtain additional information on the contents of this report from John 
Gallagher, Quality Enhancement and Development Manager. 

 
 


