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Academic Board — April 2021
Students Association Update

Report by Student Association Presidents

Introduction

This report is to provide an update on Student Association activity.

Student’s Association Update

Sarah has continued her role as Vice Chair of the Glasgow Student Forum (GSF). The GSF
has deep concerns about how practical courses are going to be taught and accredited this
year. We are currently lobbying the Scottish Government alongside NUS Scotland and their
taskforce for guidance and a realistic outcome for both students and teaching staff. The GSF
is also focusing on environmental and sustainability issues and is in the process of developing
an environmental newsletter that would be distributed to all Glasgow college and university
students. The newsletter will contain information on the upcoming COP26 and promote events
that will take place throughout COP 26 and volunteering opportunities.

Lauren is continuing in her role as Chair of the Glasgow Colleges Regional Students Executive
(GCRSE). The GCRSE continue to work closely together and have decided to schedule a
review to reflect on the challenges that face GCRSE and to see if the processes that are
currently being used can be improved or streamlined to ensure we are doing the best for our
respective colleges.

We are collaborating with City of Glasgow College to work in partnership with Strathclyde
University to provide mentoring and support to care experienced students articulating from
college to university. Care experienced students from colleges will be paired up with someone
who has had similar experiences and will be given support and knowledge of the university
and help the transition become as smooth as possible.

Class representative meetings took place week commencing Monday 22 March. The Vice
Principal Curriculum and Quality Enhancement attended both meetings and provided class
reps an update on the current situation and also on alternative assessment arrangements for
this academic year. Julie Christie, from Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB), also attended and
explained the work that CAB carry out and spoke about voluntary opportunities where students
could gain valuable skills and work experience.

Both officers have attended NUS Scotland Conference and NUS National Conference in
recent weeks. Both events were held online over a three day period and the officers were
given the opportunity to network with other college officers and understand similar issues
facing other student associations.



Resource Implications

There are no resource implications arising directly from this report
Equalities

There are no equality implications arising directly from this report.
Risk and Assurance

This report provides assurance that the Student Association are effectively engaging with
students and encouraging the student voice to be heard.

Data Protection

There are no data protection implications arising directly from this report
Recommendations

Members are recommended to note the contents of the report.

Further Information

Members can obtain additional information on the contents of this report from Student
Presidents Lauren McLaren and Sarah Loughran.
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