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Introduction

This report updates members on proposed changes to the rules for teachers applying
to be registered by the General Teaching Council Scotland (GTCS).

Proposed Changes to teacher Registration Rules

The attached letter from outlines the proposals being made by GTCS to make changes
to their registration rules to support the registration of lecturing staff, which was agreed
as part of national bargaining.

The letter and referenced consultation document highlight that there is a single register
for teachers, enshrined in law and that entry to that register is predicated on sufficient
teaching experience and qualifications. The consultation seeks views on two proposed
areas of change:

1. To accept alternative qualifications to TQFE as appropriate equivalents (e.g.
qualifications from other bodies or countries); and

2. Tocreate an interim category which will act as a partial ‘grandparenting’ type scheme
to address the large number of teaching staff without TQFE. Research suggests
that around one third of all lecturing staff nationally do not hold TQFE and the
backlog will take several years to address.

The College is considering its response to the consultation. Of specific focus is the
proposal to set April 2019 as the cutoff date for the interim category. This would mean
a substantial number of staff are unable to join the register until they gain TQFE. An
alternative more inclusive date would be April 2022 when these new arrangements are
due to be put in place.

Once the sector has agreed it's position, the College plans to make an institutional
submission and this could also reflect the views made within any Committee discussion.

Resource Implications

It costs the College approximately £10k to support a staff member to complete TQFE
and this year the College is supporting 10 staff. However, around 70 staff remain without
TQFE and therefore addressing this backlog will require significant resources.

Equalities

Using 2019 as a cut-off date for the interim category will mean that all staff employed
after this date and without TQFE will not be able to register with GTCS. This may create
feelings of unfairness, particularly where staff members have previous service at another
College.



5. Risk and Assurance

No immediate risks are identified by this report.
6. Data Protection

There are no data protection implications arising directly from this report
7. Recommendations

Members are recommended to:

i. note the contents of the report.

8.  Further Information

Members can obtain additional information on the contents of this report from Robin
Ashton, Vice Principal Curriculum and Quality Enhancement.

Glasgow Kelvin College
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Appendix 1 THE GENERAL
TEACHING COUNCIL

FOR SCOTLAND

GTC Scotland proposes changes to teacher Registration Rules to further safeguard

quality of education SCOTLAND

Clerwood House

96 Clermiston Road
Edinburgh EH12 6UT
Tel: 0131 314 6000

6 October 2021

Dear Colleague
College Lecturer Registration with GTC Scotland

Following a successful piloting of college lecturer professional registration between November 2020 and
March 2021, a national roll out of registration has begun. From 6 September 2021 all college lecturers with
a TQFE or primary or secondary teaching qualification and 190 days of teaching service are invited to join
the register of teachers in the category of teacher of further education.

This is in line with GTC Scotland’s legislative framework and current Registration Rules. A review of these
Registration Rules has been underway to support broader college lecturer registration.

In March 2018 Colleges Scotland Employers Association and the EIS - Further Education Lecturers’
Association (EIS-FELA) agreed that mandatory registration was part of the outcome of national bargaining
(NJNC Circular 03/18). Registration with GTC Scotland now forms part of the agreed national terms and
conditions of employment for all college lecturers under the new harmonisation arrangements. Find out more
about college lecturer registration.

GTC Scotland’s governing legislation, the Public Services Reform (General Teaching Council for Scotland)
Order 2011 sets out GTC Scotland’s powers and functions. The Order empowers GTC Scotland to hold and
regulate one Register — a Register of Teachers. GTC Scotland cannot open and regulate additional registers
within its current legislative framework. The Register of Teachers is divided into registration categories to
reflect the nature of the teaching qualification held.

GTC Scotland seeks views on changes to teacher registration rules

GTC Scotland, the independent professional and regulatory body for teachers in Scotland, is now consulting
on proposed changes to its registration rules. GTC Scotland is required under statute to publicly consult on
changes to these Rules.

The current Registration Rules were put in place in 2015 and set out GTC Scotland’s registration criteria,
ongoing registration requirements and how the Register of Teachers operates. The Rules cover entry to the
Register of Teachers as well as enhancements to registration for example, the award of Professional
Standard for Headship. That is, as GTC Scotland can hold and regulate one Register — a Register of
Teachers — our Registration Rules cover all registrants, teachers of school education and teachers of further
education.

Combhairle Choitcheann Teagaisg na h-Alba
Promoting world-class teaching professionalism
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https://www.gtcs.org.uk/college-lecturers/college-registration.aspx
https://www.gtcs.org.uk/college-lecturers/college-registration.aspx
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2011/215/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2011/215/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2011/215/contents/made

What is being proposed?

All aspects of the rules are being consulted on including registration categories, registration status, registration
rules for individuals who qualified outside Scotland, routes to enhanced registration and maintaining
registration.

In terms of registration in further education the review of the Rules aspires to achieve two fundamental aims:

1. Toallow GTC Scotland to recognise Scottish teaching qualifications other than the TQFE as suitable for
registration. There is already an established process for this under the current Rules for those qualified
outside Scotland. The revision of the Rules extends this process to college lecturers who may have a
comparable teaching qualification to a TQFE gained in Scotland. Should this proceed following public
consultation, invitations to join the Register can be extended to college lecturers with comparable
teaching qualifications. This may take place from April 2022, depending on the approval of new Rules
by GTC Scotland’s Council.

Information about what proposed components are required in a teaching qualification to be deemed
comparable can be found in schedule 2 of the draft Registration Rules 2022.

2. To determine treatment of the existing college lecturer workforce who do not have a teaching
qualification. Entry to the Register of Teachers is qualification-based. There is a requirement for college
lecturers to have a teaching qualification as expressed in NJNC 03/18. There is, however, an exemption
to lecturers appointed prior to 1 April 2019 and known issues with regards to TQFE access, pathways,
provision, support and funding.

Interim Registration

As part of transitional arrangements to support the existing college lecturer workforce, the draft Registration
Rules 2022 propose to introduce a new registration status, ‘interim registration’ to support college lecturer
registration. This proposal allows for a defined group of lecturers to join the Register of Teachers where they
do not meet the standard entry criteria — a teaching qualification. Views are being sought on both the creation
of such a category of registration and to which group it should apply.

Any application of interim registration must be legally defensible. The consultation proposes that this form
of registration be applied to college lecturers employed prior to 1 April 2019 as there is no requirement for
this group to undertake a teaching qualification. This proposal is made on the basis that lecturers appointed
post this date are contractually required to achieve a teaching qualification and would therefore at some point
in the future meet the criteria for full registration.

The Rules therefore propose offering two registration status for the Further Education category of registration:
interim registration and full registration. It is proposed that lecturers with interim registration would move to
full registration on completion of a teaching qualification.

It is intended that the proposed changes will take effect from 4 April 2022.

Access the Consultation

As a key stakeholder in further education, you have an important contribution to make. | hope you are able to

feedback and also help promote the consultation. The consultation can be accessed at
https://www.gtcs.org.uk/about-gtcs/our-consultations.aspx and closes on 5 January 2022.

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if there is anything you would like to discuss.
Yours sincerely
PMMM SL@ZIVLW

Dr Pauline Stephen
Chief Executive and Registrar


https://www.gtcs.org.uk/about-gtcs/our-consultations.aspx
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